Shieldaig Community Council
Minutes of meeting Tuesday 7th May 2013  at 7.30pm

Present: Richard Munday (Chairman), Viv Rollo, Irene George, Donald Gillanders, Ann Barton, Gemma Livingstone (Treasurer), Lindsay Dacker, PC Gary Taylor Northern Constabulary

Apologies; Gerry Beard, Cllr Audrey Sinclair 
1 member of the public.
1. Minutes of the last meeting

Accepted as an accurate record of the meeting.
IG apologised they had not been submitted to An Carrannach in time for the May issue. AB reminded the meeting that they are posted on the web – www.shieldaig.info 
2. Matters arising

None
3. Finance Report
Income: 
£600 from sales of the Shieldaig information booklet; £100 kind donation from Graham Kinder, Resident Engineer on the Balgy road in 1963
Outgoings: £4.70 for stamps
Balance: 
£5292
4. Highlands Small Communities Housing Trust

AB reported back on a meeting on site at Baile Shuas with Morven Taylor of HSCHT: the proposal is for 2 pairs of semi-detached houses, of a size to meet the needs of applicants who have come forward with expressions of interest before the deadline at end of April ie one or two bedroom, 1 or 1 ½ storey dwellings (70m2 footprint). The applications are yet to be confirmed as accepted by the Trust. Funding for the development is in place, and completion is hoped for January 2014.

[post meeting note: RM and AB met with the expected contractors and HSCHT on Wednesday to look at draft drawings on site. RM reported that while the “indicative” plans looked acceptable - and a preliminary word was had with one or two Baile Shuas residents to explain what was going on – it was thought that it would be very helpful given the local sensitivities if a (pre planning application) visit could be arranged to talk with the local Baile Shuas residents in their houses to explain in more detail what is being proposed. MT has suggested such a meeting with residents on Tuesday 14th May]
5. Scottish Water

GB is still chasing for details of what is accepted as safe dosing levels of chlorine in domestic water supplies.
6. Sea Eagle Project

Sadly it appears that the chick on Shieldaig Island has died. The RSPB will inspect the nest later in the year.
7. 2 Lochs Radio
A planning application for a mast and associated cabin has been submitted. The CC supports the application. RM to check with Jim Sutherland as to whether he can round up some volunteers to help with the installation of the facility.

8. Updates:

Single site facility for Skye, Lochalshe and SW Ross 
A joint meeting with Torridon Kinlochewe CC and NHS Highland was not possible to arrange. [post meeting note: it has been provisionally agreed with NHS Highland that they will attend the next CC meeting on 4th June to give a presentation and answer questions regarding a range of issues to do with the provision of local health services.
Scottish Salmon, Kenmore – pollution issue

No reports of polluting activity have been received from Kenmore residents since the last meeting

Shieldaig Information Booklet 2013 

is published and for sale in local outlets. AB reported that the costs of printing have already been recouped, and on-going sales will be able to contribute to village funds. Consideration will be given to the most appropriate ways of using the surplus booklets which were slightly damaged in transit.
.
Merger of the Village Association, and Shieldaig Sports Association

On going. The two organisations will run in parallel for some time yet. This is not a problem.
Balgy 50th Anniversary

event will be on 7th September. Preparations continue. The CC supported the allocation of Mr Kinder’s donation of £100 to the event as most appropriate. Thanks are extended to him for his generosity.
Aird Track

Nothing to report.
The Pontoon

is fully complete and operational. The addition of a handrail on the ramp is being considered. Residents are invited to a ‘opening party’ at the pontoon on 29th June.[post meeting note – this will now be held on a date to be arranged at the end of the season].
It is to be noted that it is a servicing facility only, and not a mooring pontoon. Notices are in preparation to this effect.

Celtic Triathlon

RM has had a meeting with the organisers. A locally agreed and limited road closure within the village (from the cattle grid by the hall to the shop) is proposed between the hours of 3am and 7.30am on Saturday 6th July. Publication of this is being arranged – GL to be responsible. RM reported that sufficient accommodation for participants and their teams seems to be in place, but the organisers will contact VR should additional needs arise.
9. Police report

PC Taylor presented his report for the month of April: 
Calls: 26 (as against 36 in April 2012). 
Crime: 4 thefts in Lochcarron from vehicles and garages. The perpetrators appear to have been from outwith the area; police enquiries are on-going. Residents are alerted to the targeted nature of the thefts and are encouraged to lock vehicles, outbuildings and homes, and be alert to suspicious vehicles, especially noting registration numbers.

The telephone number now for non-emergency calls to the police is 101. Any information regarding suspicions or crimes is welcome.

10. Planning
2 applications relevant to Shieldaig have been submitted to the HC since the last meeting:

a) for the 2 Lochs Radio mast – see above

b) for the building of a house in Arrina – HC application reference 13/00880/FUL:  Important objections by local residents have been submitted to the planners, and drawn to the CC’s attention. They were discussed in detail, and the CC will write to the HC requesting that the residents’ concerns be considered seriously as part of their decision making process.

The discussion also touched on the proportion of new houses being built in the area that are intended as holiday homes. It is unfortunate that this is not a planning consideration, and the CC will be writing to the Council drawing attention to the issue and our concern regarding it. A note to this effect will be included in the letter to the planners regarding the current application for Arrina.

11. Correspondence
Held over until GB can be present.
12. AOCB
Roads

Recent flooding has affected the sides of roads badly, especially the hill down from the school. It was noted that this could present a safety risk for pedestrians trying to avoid traffic on the road. As problems seem to be widespread and continuing, Brian Stout will be invited to a CC meeting to discuss the condition of local roads with particular emphasis on the adequacy of drainage.
Notice board outside the shop

Liam Perks has been engaged to install a new board, which should be in place shortly.
Public toilets in the village

It was reported that visitors to the village have been very complimentary about the excellent condition of the toilets. Thanks are due to Martin and Lillian for their contribution to the wider image of Shieldaig.

Temperance Brae Family Fun Day 3pm 1st June

Tina Macgregor is organising a fun event for all the family. Proceeds to Breast Cancer Care.
The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 4th June at 7.30pm 
